
Support Material-Emma Buswell Artist Statement and CV 
 
Emma Buswell is an artist, curator and writer fascinated with systems of government, economies 
and culture, particularly in relation to constructs of place, identity and community. Her current work 
takes its inspiration from the matrilineal hand craft and knitting techniques passed down from her 
grandmother and mother, as well as a contemplative investigation into the nature of kitsch, 
ephemera, labour, national identities and class politics.  
 
Interested in storytelling, local mythologies as well as grand narratives, Buswell often draws upon 
oral histories and ancient stories in collaboration with local touchpoints as an attempt to 
contextualize and understand the present. Found images and references are collaged and often 
overlaid with text, and then reinterpreted through stitch. Predominantly using intricate craft 
techniques such as knitting, beading and crochet, her work collapses the space between kitsch 
and cultural expression, drawing on current day political climates as well as art history to talk to 
personal and collective identities. The meticulous nature of these labour-intensive processes is a 
deliberate act, underscoring the often overlooked gendered nature to cultural production.  
 
Born on unceded Whadjuk Noongar land in Perth, Western Australia, Emma has an expansive 
practice working in object making, writing, and arts working. Her most recent work The Pool was 
featured in the exhibition Codes in Parallel for the Indian Ocean Craft Triennal at John Curtin 
Gallery in 2024. In 2023 she was a finalist in the prestigious Ramsay Art Prize at the Art Gallery of 
South Australia and in that same year was featured as part of the 2023 Australian Fashion Week 
in a showcase of Australian designers showing at Carriageworks. In 2022 she was selected for the 
Churchie Art Prize at the IMA in Brisbane where she was awarded the Highly Commended Award 
and was the winner of the 2022 Joondalup Art Prize. That same year she was selected as the 
TILT artist at Goolugatup, Heathcote, a program which supports a local artist to respond to 
Goolugatup’s historic collection of objects which remain from the buildings previous function as an 
asylum. In 2021 she was also commissioned to develop a new major work responding to local 
histories in Perth for Love in Bright Landscapes curated by Annika Kristensen at PICA later that 
year. In 2020, her work was the focus of a solo exhibition at the Art Gallery of Western Australia 
where her work was shown in relation to work from the collection.  
 
Selected Solo Exhibitions  
2023 Fuzzy Logic, sweet pea, Perth WA 
2022 TILT, Goolagatup Heathcote, Melville WA 
2020 Emma Buswell: Selected Knitted Works, Art Gallery of Western Australia, Perth WA 
2015 Under Development, MOANA Project Space, Perth WA 
2015 How Can You Tell You're Really There, Ex-Pat, Melbourne VIC 
2015 MATHESON, APPLECROSS ARTSPACE WA 
2013 The View From Up Here, MAXART Gallery, Perth WA 
 
Selected Group Exhibitions 
2025 group show (Title TBC) curated by Laura Couttie at Bundoora Homestead, VIC (upcoming) 
2025 Monument, Bunbury Regional Art Gallery, Bunbury, WA (upcoming) 
2025 Treasure Hill Artist Village (THAV) Artist in Residence Exhibition, Making Do, Taipei, Taiwan 
2024 Witness, Collector, Archivist, Narrator, Canberra Art Biennial, Canberra ACT  
2024 IOTA24: Codes In Parallel, John Curtin Gallery, Bentley WA 
2022 Churchie Emerging Art Prize, IMA, Brisbane QLD 
2021 Love In Bright Landscapes, Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts, Perth WA 
2021 Fair Isle, DADAA Fremantle for the Perth Festival, Fremantle WA 
2020 Sheep Show, Mundaring Arts Centre, Mundaring WA 
2019 Mid-west Art Prize, Geraldton Regional Art Gallery, Geraldton, WA 
2017/18 Light as a Feather... presented by Moana Project Space for Hobiennale, Hobart, TAS 
2017 The Sometimes Colourful Fate of Contemporary Nuggets, POLIZIA, Fremantle WA 
2017 The Sometimes Colourful Fate of Contemporary Nuggets, Firstdraft Gallery, Sydney NSW 



2016 Illuminations, The Blue Room Theatre, Perth WA 
2015 Excessive Lighting, Freerange Gallery, Perth WA 
2014 Foodchain Light Locker Art Space, Perth WA 
2014 Stay/Keep, Paper Mountain Gallery, Perth WA 
2014 Run Artist Run, Paper Mountain Gallery, Perth WA 
2013 Misc., MAXART Gallery, Perth WA 
2013 Hypotheticals Part II, Freerange Gallery, Perth WA 
2012 Degree Show, 2012, Curtin University, Perth WA 
2011 Degree Show 2011, Curtin University, Perth WA 
2011 Corso Aperto I, II, III, Fondazione Antonio Ratti, Como, Italy 
 
Selected Residencies 
2025 PICA/AiR Taipei Exchange Program, Treasure Hill Artist Village, Taipei, Taiwan  
2022 TILT Residency, Goolagatup Heathcote, Melville WA 
2013 Bureau for the Production of Artworks, Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts, Perth WA 
2011 The Dreamers, Fondazione Antonio Ratti (FAR), Como. Italy  
 
Selected Awards, Grants and Prizes 
2025 Finalist for the Art Gallery of South Australia’s 2025 Ramsay Prize 
2024 Recipient of Creative Australia arts funding for The Pool (IOTA) 
2024 Finalist for the Art Gallery of South Australia's 2023 Ramsay Prize 
2022 Finalist in the City of Joondalup Art Prize 
2022 Recipient of the Highly Commended Prize, Churchie Art Prize, IMA 
2022 Finalist for the Churchie Emerging Art Prize, IMA 
2019 Finalist for the Mid West Art Prize, Geraldton Regional Art Gallery 
2016 Recipient of the City of Joondalup Invitation Art Award “Spirit of Joondalup” Award 
2016 Finalist for the City of Joondalup Art Award 
2016 Recipient of the City of Perth LIGHTHOUSE commission 
2013 Constantine Family Foundation Emerging Artist Grant, Artsource 
2012 Studio Academic Excellence Award (Honours), School of Design and Art, Curtin University 
2012 Humanities Honours Scholarship, Department of Art, Curtin University 
2011 Highly Commended Academic Achievement Award (3rd Year), Department of Art, Curtin 

University 
 
Collections 
State Collection of Western Australia 
Curtin University Art Collection 
University of Western Australia Collection 
City of Joondalup Collection 
Artbank Collection 
Various private collections 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Support Material- Media Samples from previous works 

TELEVISION 
Sunrise Channel 7, Monday 10 October 2022  

 

Australia’s highest-rating morning TV show. 
Audience: 263,000, ASR: About $25,000-$30,000 (conservative)  

ABC News Australia interview with Emma Buswell, Monday 10 October 2022  

 

 

Audience: 21,000, ASR value: $8,640  

 

 

 



PRINT 
Article in the West Australian, Monday 10 October, p10 print  

 

Readership: 125,000, ASR value: $8,861 Perth Now online v1:  

PRINT/ONLINE Perth Now  

 

 

Readership: 120,000, ASR value: $7,840  



ONLINE Pedestrian TV 

 

Readership: 120,000, ASR value: $7840  

 

The Global Herald  

 
Circulation: 19,000, ASR value: unknown  

 

 

 



SOCIAL MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS (too many to list due to going viral)  

Coles Now, 1.3 million followers  

 
ABC News, 4.2 million 
followers

 

 

Pedestrian TV, 345,000 followers  

 

Perth Now, 515,000 followers  

 

The Bell Tower Times, 131,000 followers  
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hWWpV://ZZZ.WheVaWXrda\paper.com.aX/cXlWXre/YiVXal-arW/2023/06/08/ramVa\-arW-pri]e-2023 1/4

The 2023 RamTaZ PSi[e SeWealT a
conTUellaUion oÓ ZoVngeS aSUiTUT Tpeaking XiUh
coVSage, inUelligence and depUh. BZ JePPifeT
MiNNU.

The biennial RamTaZ ASU PSi[e ÓoS aSUiTUT VndeS Uhe age oÓ 40 haT RVicklZ
ÓoVnd an eTTenUial place in Uhe naUional aSUT calendaS, pSoWiding Uhe ASU
GalleSZ oÓ SoVUh AVTUSalia and iUT WiTiUoST XiUh a glimpTe oÓ Uhe TpeciÑc make-
Vp, maUeSialT and eneSgieT oÓ a geneSaUion. IU¾T a loU oÓ moneZ » aU $100,000,
Uhe pSi[e eRValT Uhe ASchibald in WalVe, iÓ noU in popVlaSiUZ. AT an acRViTiUiWe
pSi[e, iU alTo inWiUeT ZoVngeS aSUiTUT Uo be in dialogVe XiUh AGSA¾T eYiTUing
collecUion. Some haWe Uaken a plaZÓVl appSoach Uo Uhe challenge, oUheST a
moSe combaUiWe one.

Ida Sophia¾T Xinning XoSk, WiVPeUU, iT a Wideo peSÓoSmance in Xhich Uhe
aSUiTU iT SepeaUedlZ immeSTed in a bodZ oÓ XaUeS. WiVPeUU XaT Ñlmed in one



PRINT ONLINE- Creative Australia 
 
 
Support Material- Marketing Plan: Market Scare – Duo Exhibition 
 
Overview 
Market Scare is a duo exhibition at Sydenham International (Nov 20 - Dec 13), 
featuring sculptural textile works by Emma Buswell and senior Sydney artist 
Elizabeth Pulie. Exploring systems of labour, power, emotional currency, and 
feminist practice, it includes small textile sculptures and a large, knitted floor 
installation. The exhibition is supported by AVA Gallery and Sydenham 
International's promotional networks. 
 
Objectives 
• Promote the intergenerational collaboration between Emma Buswell and Elizabeth 
Pulie. 
• Drive attendance and engagement during the exhibition. 
• Leverage AVA Gallery and Sydenham International's networks. 
• Position the show within feminist craft and critical art discourse. 
 
Target Audience 
• Contemporary art audiences and curators 
• Textile and craft-based practitioners 
• Art educators and students 
• Feminist art theorists and researchers 
• Followers of AVA Gallery and Sydenham International 
 
Key Messaging 
• A tactile, intergenerational dialogue that reframes softness as critique. 
• Two artists using textiles to express social, political, and emotional tensions. 
• A must-see for those interested in feminist and materialist art practices. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

Excert from Kelly Fliedner’s essay Delusions of Granduer, Suburban Turrets Catalogue, 
Goolagatup Heathcote 2022.  



 
  



 
Support Material: Marketing Plan: Market Scare – Duo Exhibition 
 
Overview 
Market Scare is a duo exhibition at Sydenham International (Nov 20 - Dec 13), featuring sculptural 
textile works by Emma Buswell and senior Sydney artist Elizabeth Pulie. Exploring systems of 
labour, emotional currency, and feminist practice, it includes small textile sculptures and a large 
knitted floor installation. The exhibition is supported by AVA Gallery and Sydenham International's 
promotional networks. 

Objectives 
• Promote the intergenerational collaboration between Emma Buswell and Elizabeth Pulie. 
• Drive attendance and engagement during the exhibition. 
• Leverage AVA Gallery and Sydenham International's networks. 
• Position the show within feminist craft and critical art discourse. 

Target Audience 
• Contemporary art audiences and curators 
• Textile and craft-based practitioners 
• Art educators and students 
• Feminist art theorists and researchers 
• Followers of AVA Gallery and Sydenham International 

Key Messaging 
• A tactile, intergenerational dialogue that reframes softness as critique. 
• Two artists using textiles to express social, political, and emotional tensions. 
• A must-see for those interested in feminist and materialist art practices. 
 
Marketing Channels & Timeline 
Channels include: 
- Social Media (Instagram, Facebook) 
- Email campaigns via AVA and Sydenham 
- Press & publicity (Art Guide, Garland, 2SER, etc.) 
- Opening night and optional public program 
- Printed materials (posters, flyers, zines) 

Marketing Plan Timeline: September - December 
SEPTEMBER: 
• Finalize visuals and text 
• Press release distributed 
• Begin teasers on social media including studio making footage and details 
 
 
OCTOBER: 
• Posters/flyers printed 
• Announce on social media 
• Schedule paid ads 
 
NOVEMBER: 
• Final promotion and installation 
• Nov 20: Opening 
• Public program 
 



DECEMBER: 
• Final days push 
• Dec 13: Closing 
• Deinstall and recap 

Budget Estimate (AUD) 
• Catalogue/zine: $300-$500 
• Photography: $250-$400 
• Paid ads: $150 
• Posters/flyers: $150 
• Event materials: $100 

Success Metrics 
• Email open/click rates via AVA/Sydenham 
• Social engagement and reach 
• Event attendance and feedback 
• Press coverage or reviews 
• New opportunities or invitations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Support Material -Major Expenditures 
Freight-Pack n Send -Perth -Marrackville Return Freight based on estimated weight of total 
works. Budget estimate around $1178.28 

 
 



 
Support Material -Major Expenditures 
 
Artist Return Flights Perth- Sydney 
Quotes sourced from Webjet.com.au ranging from $514 at present date (13/05/25) to  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Quote sourced from Flight Centre 
flightcentre.com.au estimated at $1033 at 
present date (13/05/25) .  
 
*Given that flights are cheaper when booked in 
advance I will add a 20% contingency for late 
bookings after grant notification. Allowing for a 
budget of $1200 
 



 
 
 
16 ASUiO 2025 
 
To the Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries, 
 
As the director of AVA Gallery, I am writing to give my full and enthusiastic support of Emma Buswell’s Arts 
Projects for Individuals and Groups grant application to fund exhibition costs associated with her 
upcoming exhibition with Elizabeth Pulie at Sydenham International (November - December, 2025). 
 
AVA (FKA sweet pea arts), a commercial gallery and arts organisation based in Boorloo (Perth, Western 
Australia), has represented Emma since 2023. Emma’s textile-centric practice explores systems of 
government, economies and culture, particularly in relation to constructs of place, identity and community. 
Her current work takes its inspiration from matrilineal hand craft techniques passed down from her 
grandmother and mother as a contemplative investigation into the nature of kitsch, ephemera, class and 
national identities. 
 
Emma is seeking funding for a unique opportunity to exhibit together with established Sydney based artist 
Elizabeth Pulie under the curatorial guidance of Branden Van Heck and Consuelo Cavaniglia at Sydenham 
International in late 2025. The exhibition will bring together new work from both artists. Emma is specifically 
seeking funding to cover creative development wages, materials, freight and travel expenses to ensure the timely 
delivery of her new body of work titled MarkeW Scare. As Emma’s gallery representation, I can confirm that AVA 
will contribute a total of $2,400 of in-kind support to this project: 
 

Ɣ 10 hours of in-kind administrative support - Assisting with freight logistics coordination and grant 
acquittal valued at $1,200 (10x hours at our rate of $120 per hour). 

Ɣ 10 hours of in-kind marketing support - Integrating the project and the exhibition into our marketing 
strategy; promotion via social media, e-newsletter and external press, valued at $1,200 (10x hours at 
our rate of $120 per hour). 
 

For Emma, this project presents an invaluable opportunity to work and exhibit alongside Elizabeth, a highly 
celebrated Australian artist. In addition to exposing Emma’s work to interstate audiences and Sydney- 
based contemporary art networks, this activity will allow Emma to be platformed alongside Pulie’s notable 
distinction and established profile. The project comes at a pivotal time for Emma’s career, following recent 
momentum she has gained through her notable participation in the 2024 Indian Ocean Craft Triennale 
(IOTA24) and 8 week residency at Treasure Hill Artist Village (Taiwan) awarded via the PICA/AiR Taipei 
exchange program (March-May, 2025). Moreover, the two artists shared interest in textiles and embroidery 
as a form of material research for exploring resonances between historical narratives and aesthetics, 
contemporary sociopolitical landscapes and cultural attitudes evidences a strong compatibility between 
Emma and Elizabeth practices. As such collaboration in the lead up to this exhibition will constitute and 
invaluable artistic exchange which will contribute to the ongoing development of Emma’s practice. 
 
I wholeheartedly support Emma’s commitment to continuously expand her growing profile through 
formative and one-of-a-kind opportunities such as this highly promising duo exhibition with Elizabeth Pulie 
at Sydenham International. I urge the selection panel to strongly consider awarding the creative team a 
grant to fund this incredible opportunity to embark on a fruitful collaborative relationship and increase 
Emma’s profile interstate. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
 
Andrew Varano 
Director, AVA Gallery  
aQdUeZ@a-Y-a.galleU\ 

 



 
14/05/2025 
 
To the Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries, 
 
As the Public Programs and Studio Manager at the Perth Institute of ContemporarǇ Arts ;PICAͿ͕ I͛m delighted to recommend Emma  
Buswell for her Individuals and Groups grant application for the April 2025 funding round. Emma and I have worked together for a 
number of Ǉears within the local arts sector and it͛s been a pleasure to observe her impressive career as an independent artist and 
curator flourish. From 2018-2020 we were both founding board members of artist-run initiative Cool Change Contemporary, and most 
recently I worked with Emma in mǇ role at PICA to support her residencǇ in Taipei͕ Taiwan with PICA͛s International Studio Exchange 
partners Treasure Hill Artist Village. Emma was selected from an extremely competitive application process to complete a 8-week 
intensive residency in Taipei from March-May 2025 where she gathered research on local textiles markets, produced a new knitted 
tapestry work, presented an artist talk and participated in a group exhibition. 
 
This funding will support Emma to complete a significant and ambitious new body of work titled Market Scare. This project builds on her 
recent work exploring political precarity and women's labour, but shifts focus to broader concerns of price gouging, corruption, and the 
cost-of-living crisis - issues that are urgent, globally resonant, and deeply felt in WA. The work will be exhibited at Sydenham 
International gallery in Sydney alongside established Sydney-based artist Elizabeth Pulie, whose work draws on similar critical 
explorations of craft and women͛s labour͘ Exhibiting at a prestigious interstate gallery such as Sydenham International alongside an artist 
with a profile as prominent as Pulie͛s presents a significant opportunitǇ for Emma to further establish herself as one of WA͛s most 
exciting artists and build her national profile.  
 
Emma is seeking funding to provide an artist fee (for research, development and production), materials, return freight and return flights 
from Perth to Sydney to ensure the successful and timely delivery of the exhibition and contribute to the high-quality production of 
Emma͛s latest bodǇ of work͘  At this promising stage in her career, it is vital for Emma to continue to seek professional opportunities 
nationwide in order to establish herself as one of WA͛s leading artists͘ Having worked with her for the past eight years, I have seen her 
dedication to her practice and critical and conceptual insights go from strength to strength. The opportunity for Emma to expand her 
national profile, share her work with audiences nationwide and access new exhibition opportunities is critical to continue to support the 
career development of one of Perth͛s most exciting contemporarǇ artists͘  I urge the panel to strongly consider Emma Buswell for this 
round's funding.  
 
Kind regards, 

 
Miranda Johnson 
Public Program & Studio Manager 
Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts 
Miranda.johnson@pica.org.au  

mailto:Miranda.johnson@pica.org.au


sydenham international 
81 Sydenham Rd 

Marrickville 
NSW 2204 

+61424342587 
May 14, 2025 

DLGSC  
Gordon Stephenson House 
140 William Street  
level 2/140 William St 
Perth WA 6000 
 
 
To the Assessment Panel,  
 

Letter of Support | Emma Buswell Grant Application | Projects for Individuals and Groups 
 
I write in support of Emma Buswell͛s application for funding to develop work for a two-person exhibition 
with Sydney-based artist Elizabeth Pulie, at sydenham international 21 November ʹ 13 December 2025. 
 
As the co-founders of experimental art space sydenham international, Brendan Van Hek and I invited 
Emma to develop a project following her inclusion in a group show we curated in 2024 for the Canberra 
Art Biennial hosted at Canberra Contemporary Art Space titled witness, collector, archivist narrator. 
Emma͛s work garnered a great deal of attention and introduced her practice to the local art community 
and visitors, including Art Gallery of NSW Curator Scott Elliot who has been keenly following her work 
since. Eager to support Emma to build on this, we invited her to exhibit in Sydney. We shaped the 
exhibition to bring Emma͛s work alongside that of respected established artist Elizabeth Pulie and 
through this connect her to local art networks. 
 
sydenham international is a space for experimentation that asks what an exhibition can be. 
Foregrounding experimentation rather than presentation, we're interested in conversation, exchange, 
engagement with a lineage of practice, and working cross-generationally. Importantly we want the 
space to be responsive to the needs of practicing artists and curators. We are in our fourth year of 
operations and have grown a broad audience base locally and nationally. 
 
Emma is an artist whose practice is expansive in its approach and critically engaged. There are clear 
connections between Emma and Elizabeth͛s work based in their criticality, conceptual rigour and 
material focus. We are excited to see the conversation that will develop between these two artists 
through this project. 
 
As an artist run space, we work to provide a free space for artists to present and develop work, but 
don͛t have the means to offer artist fees or other support.  
We provide in-kind support as follows: 
$1365 Rent of the SI space  
$3,500 Accommodation 22 days 
$300 Opening event costs  
$1,200 Staffing 4 weeks: 2 days, 5hrs/day, $30/hr  
$400 Install staff support  
$200 Communications  
$250 Design and printing  



 
Having financial support through this grant will allow the project to reach its full potential and will allow 
Emma to make the most of this opportunity and be ambitious in the development of new work. It will 
allow her to travel to Sydney, staying for a sufficient length of time to also organize meetings with local 
curators (we will facilitate connections) and visit key exhibitions to allow her to research and expand her 
networks as well as present work.  
 
Emma͛s participation in the 2024 Indian Ocean Craft Triennale, the PICA/AiR Taipei exchange (April-
June, 2025) and her inclusion in the Ramsey Art Prize, are all testament to the value of her work within a 
national contemporary art context and these considerable opportunities show a momentum that would 
make the presentation of her work in Sydney both timely and ideally placed to support the growth of 
her practice.  
 
I highly recommend this application for funding and believe this provides a significant opportunity for 
Emma as an artist who is committed, talented and highly relevant. We are excited to be presenting her 
work. Please don͛t hesitate to contact me should you require further information. 
 
 
Regards, 
 

 
Consuelo Cavaniglia 
Co-founder of sydenham international 
Artist, Independent Curator 
& Academic  
 


